
AFFIDAVIT 
 
STATE OF ALABAMA   ) 
       ) 
COUNTY OF JEFFERSON   ) 
 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority and Notary Public in and for said 

County and State at large, personally appeared Bill Fortenberry, who being known 

to me and being by me first duly sworn on oath deposes and says as follows: 

1. My name is Bill Fortenberry. I am a resident of Alabama and a 

registered voter. I am over the age of nineteen and competent to make this 

affidavit. In past elections, I was appointed as a poll watcher for the December 12, 

2017 Special General Election for U.S. Senator. I was a poll watcher at Wenonah 

High School, Jefferson County, Alabama.   

2. I was told by the chief inspector that I could not stand by the sign-in 

table where voters signed as they came in to vote. I understood that that was part of 

the duty of a poll watcher - to watch voters sign in. When I asked why she was 

prohibiting me from being within 10 feet of the sign-in table, the chief inspector 

told me that Judge King, the Probate Judge, had issued a new policy and that I 

could not be within 10 feet of the sign-in table. She said, “Judge king said we are 

not supposed to let you do that this year.” 

3. A short while later two deputies arrived at the polling place and told 

me that I was not allowed to be close to the sign in table or to see the voter list. I 



did not cause any disruption. I simply questioned the policy because I knew my 

duty was to watch the sign in table. I mentioned to the deputy that his instructions 

were in violation of the law, and he said that I needed to follow them anyway 

because of Judge King’s order. 

4. The only activity I could see occurring at the sign-in table from my 

vantage point ten feet away was the voters presenting their photo IDs. But of 

course, I was too far away to verify whether they were valid or true IDs. Nor could 

I see their names to verify their eligibility to vote. 

     
              
       BILL FORTENBERRY 
 
 
 SWORN TO and SUBSCRIBED before me this ____ day of December 
2017. 
 
 
 
             
      NOTARY PUBLIC 
      My Commission Expires:     


